my illness made of your affairs.  You must begin right
at the beginning.'*
" Well, nothing came of the Asido-succinic acid. But
I should have had to change my university in any case
just at that time, Herr Professor."
" Ah, that's true. We have both made rather a mess of
things, my dear colleague. But there is something human
in that, too, you see—to miss the mark on such a big
scale, so very thoroughly. I have never thought much of
correctness. The chief thing is to accept what comes to
one with decency/* he said, laughing, and a little more
like the old Ambrosius. " Well, now you must go
through an examination. State the previous history of
your Efe, as they say on official forms.'*
" There is not very much to tell, Herr Professor. I
went to Munich, worked with Brokhaus, took my degree
sum ma cum laude. Was without a job from August to
November, was engaged as a laboratory assistant by
Werner and Hohne, but soon got the sack... .**
" Why ? "
"Because I have a child, Herr Professor. You
know they are very strict about such things in these
concerns."
" Is your child with you or is it in a home ? **
** For the first six months it was in a children's home.
Now it is with me* It can already walk. It is a very sweet
child, Herr Professor. I simply could not part with it.
I must tell you that at once, because of the job that you
may have in mind for me. I know that I am making
things more difficult for myself by this, but it is a point
about which I am quite determined. I can't help it," said.
Helene, twining her fingers within one another in the
depth of her emotion. Aimbrosius listened to her voice.
He smiled open-mouthed, with the upturned face of the
deaf and the" blind.
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